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Social Sciences and  

Science and Technology Governance and Policy in the ERA 

 

The significance and value of Science and Technology (S&T) is highly 

acknowledged as a driver of socio-economic development by policymakers, 

the private sector and society at large. S&T policy making is therefore rather 

intense in many European countries. As a consequence, research is getting 

institutionalized, commercialized and communicated in a much higher degree 

than before. Multiple stakeholders articulate their interests and demands 

resulting in a complex S&T decision making and governance process. 

 

This development does, however, not automatically imply higher level of 

socialisation of S&T. Traditionally, the contribution of S&T is considered to 
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be a double-sided situation with high expectations as regards some specific 

sectors on the one hand and underestimation as to expectations to 

contributions of other areas of research on the other. At the same time, the 

esteem of some fields of research among policymakers, business and the 

general public - but also among researchers - is low, while excessive potential 

is foreseen in other fields, mainly within natural sciences and technology.  

 

There is consequently a genuine risk of marginalisation and de-legitimisation 

of the social sciences and humanities, in particular in cases where these have 

difficulties to provide urgent solutions to socio-economic problems. However, 

analyses of the complexity of S&T, and of the social and cultural dimensions 

of S&T, require the full incorporation of social sciences and humanities in the 

process. Social sciences should be seen as an integrated part of all scientific 

activity. 

 

Social Sciences, S&T and the ERA 

There is a specific role for the social sciences to play in the integration of the 

ERA by stimulating the debate on S&T governance and policy, and by 

defining a coherent and coordinated approach to policy and governance. 

Developing a dynamic policy for ERA requires multidisciplinary knowledge 

and advanced mechanisms and instruments to assess effectiveness and impact 

of policies implemented but also to formulate policies.  

 

Integrating research in the ERA has generated new challenges, among others 

for the social sciences and humanities. As a response to the challenges, new 

rationales and mechanisms to study the dynamics and potential impact of 

research integration have to be considered.  
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In the ERA context, there is an increased demand for the social sciences to 

address the need to legitimate investments in S&T, but also to address the 

public expectations to S&T outcomes and the risks related to scientific 

activity. Political science, philosophy of science, economics and evaluation 

(just to mention some of the social sciences and humanities) are frequently 

used in policy and decision making. Social sciences have become a part of 

the policy cycle. But they also have a socialisation function due to their 

contribution to the negotiation process taking place between different 

interests and stakeholders.  

 

In a well-informed democratic society, it is necessary to consider the 

outcome and impact of actions. Social sciences contributions, for instance, 

can support transparency, inform and legitimate actions, and guarantee 

accountability – all elements essential to the socialisation of S&T, and the 

basis for knowledge-based decision making.  

 

The new challenges for the social sciences call for a rethinking of concepts 

and practices, and building of capacities. There is certain awareness of the 

problems but attempts to address these have so far been fragmented and 

uncoordinated.  

 

Perspectives 

Knowledge societies require therefore (a) information on the State of the Art 

of S&T socialisation (insight by linking fields of science, stakeholders and the 

general public), (b) analysis of the dynamics of S&T socialisation, (c) 

development of a conceptual framework to understand the role of S&T in 

society and shape policies involving stakeholders from the beginning in the 
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process, and (c) development of a systematic approach to analyse S&T policy, 

strategies and impact.  

 

In conclusion, we need knowledge on the level of S&T socialisation and its 

dynamics in order to be able to formulate appropriate policies. Higher 

socialisation levels can be achieved only with the commitment and 

involvement of all stakeholders (including the public), by increased visibility 

and transparency, openness and dialogue at all levels - scientific, political and 

cultural – and by continuous policy development. 
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