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Ladies and Gentlemen, dear colleagues, 
 
I would first of all like to thank the organizers of this Seminar for inviting me to 
present some ideas on the contribution of social sciences to the advancement of the 
European Research Area. 
 
It is a great honour for me to be with you today and a challenge. 
 
Europe gave itself in 2000 in Lisbon the objective of becoming the most competitive 
and the most dynamic knowledge economy in the world, able to accompany 
sustainable economic growth with a quantitative and qualitative improvement of 
employment and an improved social cohesion. In 2001 in Gothenburg this vision 
incorporated the dimension of sustainable development. 
 
The diversity and the wealth of its intellectual and cultural resources, strengthened by 
its progressive reunification within the European Union, the projects under 
development of a European Research Area and of European Higher Education Area, 
the leadership in environmental matters, the existence of a social model which, even 
if it is affected by globalisation and the changes in the productive system, tries to 
continuously renew itself, these are many assets for the transition towards a 
"sustainable knowledge society". 
 
In this context the Commission has recently launched a major debate on the 
prospects for deepening the European Research Area initiative. This Green Paper 
has given the opportunity to all the actors of research in Europe to voice their 
concerns, to react and to propose new approaches. It will be discussed in the Council 
and the Commission will propose new initiatives in 2008. 
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We are witnessing some major trends that are shaping our societies: 
 

•  the transformation of the earth's ecosystems and global climate change; the 
aspirations to a ‘sustainable development’ 

•  Globalization and ‘financialization’ of the economy; individualisation in our 
society; 

• the acceleration of techno-scientific change and the emergence of a 
‘knowledge economy & society’ 

• and the complex transformations of the political systems (extension of 
parliamentary democracy in new regions of the world; reinforced authoritarian 
politics related to the post-11 September context; emergence of participatory 
democracy, "issue-driven politics“, ‘macro-regions’ are emerging, etc.) 

 
Regarding the societal dimensions of research and research on social change, the 
seventh EU research framework programme strengthened these dimensions for the 
period 2007-2013 by allocating EUR 330 million to "science in society" actions and 
EUR 623 million to socio-economic and human sciences.  
 
The contribution of the social, economic sciences and the humanities to the 
understanding of the long-term dynamics that shape the development of the worlds of 
research as well as societies is crucial. Foresight which will receive increased 
attention at European level is equally essential to understand what could occur and 
shape the worlds to which we aspire. 
 
1. Why are social sciences and humanities so important? 
 
They can contribute to help us to understand the new state we are in: 

• New spatial dynamics, beyond the nation-State (global, European, regional, 
other…) and the tensions between them; 

• New interfaces between the cultural and the natural, beyond the nature/culture 
divide (cognitive sciences, brain research, eco-systems, etc)  

 
They are informing policies and the strategies of actors, they influence our culture, 
our intellectual frameworks. But fortunately they are critical, creative, and « de-
constructionist » (see for example, the way history of science clarifies today’s 
debates on risks). 
 
2. My Directorate's main mission is to take care of the societal dimension in EU 
research policy.  
 
We are implementing the related policy and research management activities in the 
fields of "science and society" and social sciences and humanities.  
 
On the policy front, we started this year with the preparation of a ground-breaking 
Communication on scientific publications and open science in Europe. We actively 
participated in the preparations for the ERA Green Paper and its follow-up with the 
Lisbon Conference on the future of research in Europe, organised with the 
Portuguese presidency. A dedicated session on "Science in Society" took place in 
this Conference and our Directorate was active in other sessions as well. The report 
of the Expert Group, on Science Education, chaired by former Prime Minister of 
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France Michel Rocard, has already produced its first effects as it was discussed in 
the last Competitive Council meeting. The Directorate has initiated an important 
discussion with the launch of a consultation on a proposed Code of Conduct on the 
Governance of Responsible Nano-sciences and Nanotechnologies Research. 
 
In 2007 we successfully processed the calls and organised the evaluation of 
proposals for the respective parts of the "Capacities" and "Cooperation" programmes 
and we are following a very tight schedule for finalising the negotiations this year. 
 
3. "Science in Society" activities are underpinned by Socio-economic and 
humanities research. 
 
They include for example: 
 

• Research on relationships between science, democracy and law   
• Research on Ethics in science and technology 
• Research on the reciprocal influence of science and culture  
• Meta-analysis of gender & science research 
• Research on new methods in science education 
• Research aimed at enhancing science communication in its methods and its 

products   
 
4. In the ‘Cooperation’ Programme under Theme 8 – Socio-economic Sciences 
& Humanities – the EU supports policy-relevant SSH research 
 

• Research collaboration responds to a pre-defined research agenda 

• This research addresses « problems » 

• It is collaborative research and trans-national teams are involved 

• We are favouring multi-disciplinary an comparative work that should be policy-
relevant in a mid-to-long term perspective (projects’ duration is often 5 years) 

• Relevant for EU but also for national and regional policies 
 
The major challenges Theme 8 addresses are: 
 

• Growth, employment, competitiveness, knowledge society 

• Combining economic, social and environmental objectives : social cohesion,  
rural and urban issues, energy… 

• Major trends in Society : demography, quality of life, cultural interactions 

• Europe in the world. Conflicts and peace 

• Participation, democracy, governance ; European diversity and commonalities 
 
In addition it funds work in the fields of: 
 

• Socio-economic and scientific indicators 

• Foresight. 
 
I would finally wish to underline that the seventh framework programme envisages 
trying out a new funding instrument which makes it possible to finance a new type of 
partnership. It enables civil society organizations to deal with questions which 
concern them and to commission the related research work to research organizations. 
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This instrument is what we call "research for the benefit of specific groups". It will be 
used in several fields including that of the SSH. This looks like the experience of the 
Community-University Research Alliances (CURAs) managed by the social sciences 
research council of Canada or the Partenariats institutions-citoyens pour la recherche 
et l’innovation (P.I.C.R.I.) of the Ile de France Region. 
 
[In addition the "Ideas" programme supports SSH research in a different way: 
 

• Proposals and funding areas are curiosity-driven and « bottom-up »; funding 
support concerns all areas, including Socio-economic sciences and 
Humanities 

• The Budget 2007-2013: is 7.5 billion euros (+/- 10-15% for SSH) 

• Funding is directed to individual teams and projects selected solely on the 
criteria of excellence 

• There is no pre-defined research agenda but 5 specific ERC panels dealing 
with SSH themes (1.Individuals and Organisations, 2.Institutions, behaviour, 
values and beliefs, 3.The human mind and its complexity, 4.Cultures and 
cultural diversity, 5.The study of the past and of cultural artefacts)] 

 
5. Concerning co-operation between social sciences and natural sciences 
 
The divide between the ‘two cultures’ has a long history. According to Immanuel 
Wallerstein: 
 
« This division between the so-called "two cultures" is also a rather recent social 
construction, only a bit older than that which divided up the social sciences into a 
specified list of disciplines. It was in fact virtually unknown anywhere in the world 
before the middle of the eighteenth century.” (Immanuel Wallerstein, 1997) 
 
Under the two programmes my Directorate is responsible for I have put a renewed 
emphasis on the necessary interactions with other priorities and activities in FP7. 
 
First I should recall that  
 

– Input from SSH is essential in many research fields – socio-economic research is 
thus integrated in other themes of the Cooperation specific programme  

– Many Cooperation SP Themes address a wide range of highly interesting issues 
for social sciences like globalisation, sustainability, environment, energy, 
agriculture, security …>>>examples have included in.2007:: 

– Socio-economic assessment of pathways for the deployment of Carbon 
Capture Storage in Europe 

– Concerning Bio-Economy :Comparative analysis of market factors for 
agriculture across the Member States  

– Multidisciplinary cooperation and cross thematic links are encouraged. 
 
Under "science in society" we are developing  Cross thematic activities – To 
experiment and test open governance approaches in specific research and 
technology fields in view of identifying best practices and disseminate them through 
FP7 thematic research activities.  
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In the "environment and energy" and "nanotechnologies" fields the a few selected 
workshops (on the basis of the call 2007) will take place in 2008. 

In the field of Nanotechnologies the Commission moreover opened a public debate 
in 2007 towards a "European Code for the responsible development of nanosciences 
and nanotechnologies"; 

An Extension of cross-thematic activities to Health is foreseen in the WP 2008. 

Under "Socio-economic sciences and Humanities", a similar trend is taking place. 
 
For example in the 2007-2008 WP we included two research topics that are linked to 
major EU policies and therefore to other themes under the "Cooperation" specific 
programme: 
 
- The impact of Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) reforms on Europe's rural 
economies 
- Socio-economic factors and actors that shape the "post-carbon" economy 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

• SSH research is increasingly important at EU level. It is included in all the specific 
programmes under FP7. 

• SSH research under Priority 8 should be focused. 

• A programme of collaborative research at European level in the field of SSH - 
complementary to the support to "curiosity-driven" research of the "Ideas" 
programme - has to be inspired by a vision: to target European collaborations 
on topics which will challenge research and to inform the European and 
global political debates, thus indirectly or directly informing (EU) public 
policies. 

• If we are serious about the ERA strategy, SSH Research under Priority 8 should 
be defined in complementarity with national research programmes. That is why 
we propose to set up a mechanism to monitor more accurately the developments 
in the research priorities of Member States and beyond (the METRIS project). 
Specific SSH infrastructures projects are moreover being discussed under the 
European Strategic Forum for Research Infrastructures. 

• Realizing the ERA in the field of SSH can also more generally help to strengthen 
the societal dimension of the ERA. This will take time but we have planted the 
seeds in our "science in society" and "socio-economic" activities. 

 
I hope that these points for discussion will have contributed to stimulating the debates 
which, I am certain, will mark out this day.  
 
Thank you. 


